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Contact: Nick Davies

Managing Director

E: n.davies@universalautomotive.com
T: 01562 820707

W: www.universalautomotive.com

Universal Automotive Ltd is a leading Automotive
Distribution and Logistics company supplying the
Automotive Aftermarket . Over our 15 years we
have developed a sophisticated distribution system
enabling us to deliver product to customers via any
form of manual or electronic ordering , from
business to business or directly to end user .

We have joined BABC to develop relationships with
companies from the US who wish to enter the UK
and European Markets with the advantage of low
start up costs .

We can provide services from simple distribution to
full company facilitation dealing with accounts ,
company secretarial and all corporate issues .
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Contact: Judith Greenburgh
Development Officer

E: judith@excathedra.co.uk
T: 0121 200 1511

W: www.excathedra.co.uk

EX CATHEDRA is delighted to become a member of
BABC. Its founder and Director Jeffrey Skidmore has
transatlantic connections and is keen to build
cultural, academic and business links in the USA
with his renowned choral ensemble based here in
Birmingham.

Ex Cathedra is a great Birmingham cultural success
story, having become one of the UK's top choral
ensembles attracting widespread critical acclaim for
its performance excellence and its innovative and
attractive programming. As a unique company of
performers, researchers and vocal education
specialists, Ex Cathedra works to bring the finest
choral music - past and present - to as many people
as possible. It also seeks to foster a love of singing
amongst children and young people in order to
secure the city's and country's choral heritage for
the future.

Ex Cathedra is in increasing demand nationally and
internationally and, in addition to promoting its own
annual concert series in Birmingham and London,
has performed in festivals across Europe from Spain
to Finland.

This year Ex Cathedra makes its debut at the
Edinburgh Festival and will be appearing in France
and the Royal Opera House, London. Next March,
the company will make its first ever visit to the USA
where the Ex Cathedra Consort will perform in New
York and Director Jeffrey Skidmore will give
masterclasses and workshops at Harvard.

News

Britain's Olympic guru to visit Birmingham

Britain’s top overseas trade representative and Olympic Games guru is to be guest of honour at an exclusive lunch
hosted by the British American Business Council (BABC). This lunch is sponsored by Mills & Reeve LLP.

Sir Alan Collins, KCVO, CMG, who has been Consul-General, New York and Director-General, Trade & Investment USA, since
January 2007, is attending the lunch on 21st July 2010.

He is responsible for political and wider relations between the UK and the USA in one of the most important cities in the world.

He sits on the board of UK Trade & Investment and is responsible for the nine UKTI teams promoting British business interests
in the USA.

Sir Alan is also a key figure for the London 2012 Olympics, and has the task of co-ordinating work on this event, as well as
being responsible in the Foreign & Commonwealth Office for the international support for England's bid to host the 2018 FIFA
World Cup.

The Birmingham lunch, which will take place at one of the city’s top restaurants, Opus, will give guests the opportunity to find
out first hand what the London Olympics will bring to the country as a whole and also the local region.

If you would like to attend this event, please contact BABC on 0121 454 6171 x 2208 or email jnelson@babcmidlands.org.uk
Spaces are limited so book early to avoid disappointment.

Sponsored By

MILLS & REEVE
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Contact: Ian Wiles
European Sales Manager
T: 01952 416 666

E: ian@ace-uk.net

W: www.ace-uk.net

Advanced Chemical Etching (ACE) is a
manufacturer of custom precision metal
components for all industries and is well placed to
meet changing demands in terms of quality,
speed, precision and innovation.

Typical products vary from high pin count
semiconductor lead frames to complex formed and
fully assembled components. With the flexibility of
our processes, quantities of manufactured parts
can be from one to one million. For prototype
components to pre-production and up to volume
production, Advanced Chemical Etching can meet
these demands.

With our modern manufacturing facility, supported
by a dedicated staff of highly skilled technicians,
ACE offers unrivalled service, with comprehensive
technical support to customers.

ACE promotes the technology of photo etching
throughout the electronics, semi-conductor,
telecommunications, aerospace, automotive
including FI, precision mechanics, and medical
world.

We currently enjoy business with the United
States, where we export approximately 15% of
our turnover, mainly through our Agent in
California. We are looking to expand this market
to other States and feel that joining BABC will be
of great benefit and strengthen our position in the
United States.

Remarks by President Obama and Prime Minister Cameron of the United Kingdom After Bilateral

Meeting
26th June 2010 - Office of the Press Secretary

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Now, I want to say that all of us in the United States deeply value the special relationship between the
United States and the United Kingdom. And we have been very impressed with the leadership that David Cameron has shown
thus far. He has, I think, taken a series of steps on some very tough issues and clearly is prepared to make difficult decisions on
behalf of his vision for his country.

We already, I think, have established a strong working relationship, as have our teams. And we are confident that that special
relationship is only going to get stronger in the months and years to come.

We had an excellent conversation building off of the conversations that we’ve had at the G8 about the world economy and the
importance of our two countries focusing both on the issues of growth, but also on the issues of financial consolidation, that we
have long-term deficits that have to be dealt with and we have to address them.

There are going to be differentiated responses between the two countries because of our different positions, but we are aiming
at the same direction, which is long-term sustainable growth that puts people to work.

PRIME MINISTER CAMERON: Well, thank you -- thank you very much for that, and thank you for what you said about the
relationship between our two countries, which I believe is incredibly strong, but as you say, I think can get stronger in the years
ahead.

We've had some very good conversations at the G8, and a very good meeting here today. I think particularly on the issue of
Afghanistan, which is the number one foreign policy and security policy priority for my government, making progress this year,
putting everything we have into getting it right this year, is vitally important. And we had very good conversations on that.

And as you said, Barack, on all the issues we discussed over the weekend so far -- the Middle East peace process, Iran, how
we take those forward, and the key relationships that we have in the Gulf and elsewhere -- we have a very close alignment and I
think we can work together, and we want to support the work that’s being done.

To read full transcript 'click here'
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Private Lunch with Sir Alan Collins
Date: Wednesday 21st July 2010

Time: 12.30pm - 3.00pm

Venue: Opus Restaurant, Birmingham

Cost: £60 + VAT

The BABC Midlands is pleased to be hosting a
three course private lunch with Sir Alan Collins,
Consul General, New York and Director General of
UK Trade & Investment, USA. This lunch will be
sponsored by Mills & Reeve LLP.

To register for this event, please contact Jessica
Nelson on jnelson@babcmidlands.org.uk or call
0121 454 6171 ext 2208

Spaces are limited so book early to avoid
disappointment.

UKTI Webinar -

Importing to the USA - Customs 101
Thursday 29th July 2010 3:00pm - 4:30pm BST

THE TOPIC - One of the biggest concerns for UK
companies entering the US market is importing
into the USA and customs. Some of the topics
covered will include:

- Overview of the role of freight forwarder,
customs broker, importer of record, etc.

- Overview of types of import & types of customs
entry

- Information on country of origin, restrictions,
agencies, markings, etc.

- The 101 of commercial invoices

THE SPEAKER MAINFREIGHT - USA Mainfreight
USA is a global Supply Chain Logistics Provider.
The company acts as a customs broker, freight
forwarder and 3PL supplier.
(www.mainfreightusa.com)

WHO IS IT FOR - General Consumer & Industrial
Goods (this webinar pertains to importing into the
USA and will not provide UK or other country-
specific specific regulations or specialised guidance
to those companies that need to seek additional
permissions, e.g. perishable food, alcoholic
beverages, etc.)

THE COST - £75 per company

Best and worst states for tax
Wednesday, June 2, 2010 Posted by Roger Frampton, ExportAction

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council (SBEC), headquartered in Virginia, is found to be both interesting and helpful. The
SBEC’s “"Business Tax Index 2010” ranks the states from best to worst in terms of the costs of their tax systems on
entrepreneurship and small business. The Index pulls together 16 different tax measures, and combines those into one tax score
that allows the 50 states and District of Columbia to be compared and ranked.

The survey finds the 15 best state tax systems are: 1) South Dakota, 2) Texas, 3) Nevada, 4) Wyoming, 5) Washington, 6) Florida,
7) Alabama, 8)Alaska, 9) Ohio, 10) Colorado, 11) Mississippi, 12) South Carolina, 13) Tennessee, 14) Oklahoma, and 15) Virginia.

The 15 worst state tax systems are: 37) North Carolina, 38) Connecticut, 39) Idaho, 40) Hawaii, 41) Rhode Island, 42)
Massachusetts, 43) Oregon, 44) Vermont, 45) Iowa, 46) Maine, 47) New York, 48) California, 49) Minnesota, 50) New Jersey, and
51) District of Columbia.

The survey also looks at state personal income tax. Tied equal first are Alaska, Florida, Nevada, New Hampshire, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Washington (state) and Wyoming - all of which have no state income tax. Delaware rates 37th with New York
47th and California 48th.

State rankings of capital gains tax are also listed. Florida is again tied in first place with Delaware 39th, New York 48th and
California 49th.

Top corporate income tax rates are also ranked. Florida comes out at 14th, ENw York at 36th, Delaware at 41st and California at
42nd. The District of Colombia (ie Washington, DC) is ranked 50th out of 51.

ExportAction - www.exportaction.co.uk

US companies invest in UK success

With its depth of talent and global reputation as an international financial centre, the UK remains a crucial destination
for large and small American firms.

The challenging global economic situation has created financial turbulence across the world; yet investment in the UK from
international firms, including large and small US companies, remains strong.

In December 2009, it was announced that US investment across all sectors continues to be a large part of the total investment and
expansion figure in London: a huge 28 per cent. In fact, the outlook for the number of US companies investing in the financial year
09/10 seems set to exceed the number of US companies who came to the capital in 08/09. Recent additions to the business
landscape include Microsoft’s new Search Technology Centre, and a London office for New York investment management company,
BTIG.

US companies are continuing to make the UK a key investment location for 2010 and beyond. In March, GE announced plans to
invest nearly £100million to develop offshore wind turbine manufacturing facilities and locate design, application and service
engineering resources in the United Kingdom.

“Offshore wind will play a vital role in meeting the growing global demand for cleaner, renewable energy,” said Magued Eldaief,
Managing Director, GE Energy UK. “"These GE investments will position us to help develop Europe’s vast, untapped offshore wind
resources, while also creating invaluable new jobs for both GE and our suppliers in the UK.”

To view full UKTI Report 'click here'
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HOW IT WORKS - If you are interested in
participating, please contact your local
International Trade Advisor (ITA) to have them
begin the processing of your order and payment.

Once you have submitted payment, you will be
provided all of the instructions you need, including
a login and password.

The webinar is done via Internet and phone; you
do not need to download specific software. You
can easily participate in the webinar from your
own computer (home or office) - you just need an
internet connection and a phone line.

For further information please contact Mark
Sankey, International Trade Advisor,
m.sankey@birminghamchamber.org.uk or call
0121 450 4205

Member News

Following the recent merge with the Birmingham
Chamber of Commerce, BABC Members can now
enjoy Chamber Events at member rates. To view
their events calendar please click here'’

Birmingham Science Park Aston

Council leader praises development of city’s knowledge economy at Birmingham Science Park Aston.

The Leader of Birmingham City Council, Clir Mike Whitby, has praised the work being carried out by Birmingham Science Park
Aston (BSPA) to develop a knowledge economy within the city.

Speaking at the Celebrating Birmingham Innovation & Entrepreneurship event (Tuesday 8th June), Cllr Whitby congratulated
BSPA on the success of its Entrepreneurs for the Future (E4F) scheme, which in the last six months has supported the
creation of 20 new high tech, high growth companies.

Clir Whitby, who is also Chair of Birmingham Science Park Aston, said: Birminghams heritage is famously founded on
industrial innovation and manufacturing, and whilst manufacturing remains a central plank in the regions economy, future
economic success must be derived from the utilisation of knowledge, skills and innovation. It is institutions like BSPA that are
needed to really fly the flag for the city and the Birmingham Brand.

To read full article please visit: www.bsp-a.com

Join us on LinkedIn

The British American Business Council in the
Midlands would like to invite you to join our
Linked-In Group: 'Click here'

By joining this group you will receive:

e News Articles that may affect UK/US business
activities

eOpportunities to start discussions related to any
queries/advice you may have for entering the US
Market

eUpdates on Forthcoming BABC Midlands events

eCreate connections with fellow
BABC Members from the UK and the US.

This is a great opportunity to connect virtually
with the BABC Midlands members on a regular
basis in between events.

Embassy Freight Services (Midlands)

Embassy Freight are currently undertaking an extremely valued and detailed shipment from the Royal Shakespeare Company
to the US in 2011.

“Embassy Freight have impressed and have been engaged in the project on all levels, assisting on many different approaches
when I was developing the build schedule. Keith and Paul have been clear and concise with their information and
communication has been excellent” Gary Wright, Royal Shakespeare Company.

www.embassymidlands.com

Ex Cathedra Ticket Offer for BABC Members

“The best choir of its kind in Britain? Very possibly” Michael White

To mark their new membership of the BABC, Ex Cathedra are delighted to offer fellow BABC members the opportunity to
benefit from a substantial ticket discount at their concerts.

The BABC members ticket offer is 25% discount off top price tickets on their concerts throughout the 2010-11 season
(EXCLUDING the ‘Christmas Music by Candlelight’ series at St Paul’s church). You can find details of and download their
season brochure at www.excathedra.co.uk

Please send your cheques (payable to Ex Cathedra Ltd) quoting BABC Members Offer with details of which performance
you would like to attend and numbers of tickets required to Judith Greenburgh, Development Officer at their office address:
611b The Big Peg, 120 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6NF. Please join them for a drink in the interval!
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Membership

If you are not a BABC Member and

would like to join the largest Transatlantic
Networking Organisation, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Benefits of your BABC Membership
Further details are available online at
www.babcmidlands.org.uk

Access - Online membership directory of over
3,000 Member Companies

Events Program - Opportunity to meet and
develop contacts within the transatlantic business
community at a number of events throughout the
year.

Service & Referrals - Business introductions and
warm referrals are created to build
British/American relations by providing
information and/or directing inquiries to
appropriate experts within our network.

Discount - Reduced membership rate for events
at 25 + chapters in North America and the UK and
a number of member to member discounts

Information - Regular updates of US, UK and EU
policy and investment

Advertising - High quality marketing and

brand building platforms with opportunities to
advertise and sponsor the annual BABC
Transatlantic Business Conference as well as local
BABC events.

Internships - In conjunction with local
Birmingham Universities, the BABC Midlands has
developed a program for 3rd Year students to
undertake an internship with a BABC member
companies in the US. Opportunities for UK
companies are also available.

J1 Visa Program - Our unique Exchange Visitor
Program (J1 Visa) enables member companies to
sponsor qualified employees from the UK for up to
18 months of training and employment in the
United States.

Hadley Group

Throughout the recent economic downturn the Hadley Group has been busy developing a range of products aimed at the
European wine growing sector. The UltraPIQUET™ range of steel vine support posts were launched in 2009 and developed
specifically for high volume, mechanised grape harvesting applications.

Since the product was launched, one year ago, over 1 million metres of post have been despatched from the Smethwick based
rollformer.

The Hadley Group initially researched the French wine market in collaboration with its potential customers and created a series
of vine-posts targeted at each terrain type. The posts were designed within Hadley’s own Technology Division, in full
collaboration with the prospective customer base and utilising the Companies rapid prototyping regime.

This newly developed post incorporates the Company’s patented UltraSTEEL™ steel strengthening process, which ensures that
up to 20% less steel is used without any loss in the strength of the product. The benefits accrue in terms of cost and
environmental impact, two features deemed critical in this market.

An early success in this strategy was the awarding of a supply contact for the prestigious Champagne region, the first British
company to supply this area.

www.hadleygroup.co.uk

BABC Midlands

About us
Join us
BABC Midlands Members

BABC Midlands
75 Harborne Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham
B15 3DH
Tel: 0121 454 6171 ext 2208
Fax: 0121 607 0130

Email: babcmidlands@babc.org.uk

www.babcmidlands.org.uk

Follow us on Twitter
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